WEDNESDAY SERVICE
April 15", 2020

Psalm

Psalm: 97

Refrain: The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!

Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; righteousness and justice are the
foundation of his throne.

Fire goes before him, and consumes his adversaries on every side.

His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.

The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth.
The heavens proclaim his righteousness; and all the peoples behold his glory.

All worshipers of images are put to shame, those who make their boast in worthless
idols; all gods bow down before him.

Zion hears and is glad, and the towns of Judah rejoice, because of your judgments, O
God.

For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all
gods.

The LORD loves those who hate evil; he guards the lives of his faithful; he rescues
them from the hand of the wicked.

Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart.

Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy name!
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READINGS

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF

But as for me, | watch in hope for the LORD, | wait for God my Savior; my God will
hear me. Do not gloat over me, my enemy! Though | have fallen, I will rise. Though
| sit in darkness, the LORD will be my light. Because | have sinned against him, |
will bear the LORD's wrath, until he pleads my case and upholds my cause. He will
bring me out into the light; I will see his righteousness.

Then my enemy will see it and will be covered with shame, she who said to me,
"Where is the LORD your God?" My eyes will see her downfall; even now she will be
trampled underfoot like mire in the streets. The day for building your walls will
come, the day for extending your boundaries.

In that day people will come to you from Assyria and the cities of Egypt, even from
Egypt to the Euphrates and from sea to sea and from mountain to mountain. The earth
will become desolate because of its inhabitants, as the result of their deeds. Shepherd
your people with your staff, the flock of your inheritance, which lives by itself in a
forest, in fertile pasturelands. Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead as in days long ago.
"As in the days when you came out of Egypt, | will show them my wonders."

Micah 7:7-15

The word of the Lord

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer--at three in
the afternoon. Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple
gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the
temple courts.

When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. Peter looked
straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" So the man gave them his
attention, expecting to get something from them.



Then Peter said, "Silver or gold | do not have, but what | do have | give you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." Taking him by the right hand, he helped him
up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong.

He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple
courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. When all the people saw him walking
and praising God, they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at
the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at
what had happened to him. Acts 3:1-10

The word of the Lord

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
ACCORDING TO JOHN

"All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. They will put you out of the
synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are
offering a service to God. They will do such things because they have not known the
Father or me. | have told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember
that | warned you about them.

| did not tell you this from the beginning because | was with you, but now | am going
to him who sent me. None of you asks me, "Where are you going?" Rather, you are
filled with grief because | have said these things. But very truly I tell you, it is for
your good that I am going away. Unless | go away, the Advocate will not come to
you; but if I go, I will send him to you.

When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and
righteousness and judgment: about sin, because people do not believe in me; about
righteousness, because | am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and
about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. "I have
much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to
come. He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make
known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why | said the Spirit will
receive from me what he will make known to you." John 16:1-15

The Gospel of Christ.



