Rogationtide – Morning Prayer – 20 May 2020

Lord, open our lips, and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us.
All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia!
Invitation to Confession
Let us ask God to have mercy on our tired land, and to prosper the work of our soiled
hands.
Let us ask God to forgive our delusion of self-sufficiency so that we may praise him for his
provision and goodness.
Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground; for it is
time to seek the Lord, that he may come and rain righteousness upon you. Hosea 10.12
Kyrie Confession
Lord, you give us this good earth, yet we take your generous gifts for granted. Lord, have
mercy.
Lord, you give us this good earth, but we squander its rich resources. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, you give us this good earth, but we fail to share your bounty with all of your children.
Lord, have mercy.
Psalm
Psalm 147:1-12
1 Praise the Lord! How good it is to sing praises to our God; for he is gracious, and a song of
praise is fitting.
2 The Lord builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 3 He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds.
4 He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names.
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5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure.
6 The Lord lifts up the downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the ground.
7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre.
8 He covers the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth, makes grass grow on the
hills.
9 He gives to the animals their food, and to the young ravens when they cry.
10 His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;
11 but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast
love.
12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!

First Reading
Acts 14:8-18
8 In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet and had never walked, for he
had been crippled from birth. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. And Paul, looking at
him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 10 said in a loud voice, “Stand
upright on your feet.” And the man sprang up and began to walk. 11 When the crowds saw
what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to
us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes, because he
was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city,
brought oxen and garlands to the gates; he and the crowds wanted to offer sacrifice.
14 When the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their clothes and rushed out
into the crowd, shouting, 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We are mortals just like you,
and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these worthless things to the living
God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16 In past
generations he allowed all the nations to follow their own ways; 17 yet he has not left
himself without a witness in doing good—giving you rains from heaven and fruitful
seasons, and filling you with food and your hearts with joy.” 18 Even with these words, they
scarcely restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.
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Gospel
‘Ask and you will receive,’ says the Lord, ‘so that your joy may be complete.’ John 16.24
Alleluia.
Matthew 6:7-15
7 “When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think
that they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him.
9 “Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10 Your kingdom
come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not bring

us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one. 14 For if you forgive others their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 15 but if you do not forgive others,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
Alleluia, alleluia. ‘The seed is the word of God,’ says the Lord. Luke 8.11
Alleluia.
Homily
Intercessions
We ask in faith: we ask you to hear us, good Lord.
Let us ask the God of creation to send a blessing upon us. Upon the rich earth send a
blessing, O Lord. Let the earth be fruitful and its resources be hallowed. We ask in faith: we
ask you to hear us, good Lord.
Upon human labour send a blessing, O Lord. Prosper the work of our hands; may all find
dignity and just reward in their work; free the exploited and oppressed. We ask in faith: we
ask you to hear us, good Lord.
Upon the produce of the earth send a blessing, O Lord. Guide us into a sustainable future,
and give us the will to share the fruits of the world. We ask in faith: we ask you to hear us,
good Lord.
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Upon the seas and waters send a blessing, O Lord. Teach us to cherish the water of the
earth, and to conserve the seas, lakes and rivers. We ask in faith: we ask you to hear us,
good Lord.
Upon aid agencies send a blessing, O Lord. Where the earth is parched and the well has run
dry; where war brings want, and children go hungry; where the poor cry out for bread and
for justice, give hands to care and heal, and compel us to be generous. We ask in faith: we
ask you to hear us, good Lord.
We ask you to hear us, good Lord, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
For the world of work in all its diversity: For the industry and workplaces of this
parish/community: For the right ordering of work in time of technological change: For
communities that have lost traditional industries, and for their regeneration: For all
expanding industries and for the promise of new jobs: For small businesses and cooperatives: For local trade and commerce: For all service industries that provide for our
daily needs: For the unemployed and for those living in poverty: For school leavers and all
who are seeking to enter employment: For the retired and those unable to work: For all
who work as volunteers:
hear us, good Lord.
Collects
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and to
give more than either we desire or deserve: pour down upon us the abundance of your
mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good
things which we are not worthy to ask but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord. Amen.
Collect for Easter Six
Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you riches beyond imagination. Pour into
our hearts such love toward you, that we, loving you above all things, may obtain your
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promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal
Grant favourable weather, temperate rains and fruitful seasons, that there may be food and
drink for all creatures. Bestow your blessing upon the lands and waters, and all who work
upon them, to bring forth food and all things needful for your people. Prosper all who care
for the earth, the water, and the air, that the riches of your creation may abound from age
to age.
Bless this good earth, and make it fruitful. Bless our labour, and give us all things needful
for our daily lives. Bless the homes of this parish and all who live within them. Bless our
common life and our care for our neighbour.
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