
Prayers at Mid-day for Friday May 12, 2023 
 

Invitatory 

 
God rules over all the earth: 

Come, let us worship 

Amen 

 

Psalm 
 

Psalm 57:6-11 

 
3 
 

6 Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, and your glory over all the earth. 

7 My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and make melody. 

8 Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; I myself will waken the dawn. 

9 I will confess you among the peoples, O Lord; I will sing praise to you among the nations. 

10 For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens, and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 

11 Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, and your glory over all the earth. 

 

 

Scripture 
 

John 15:12-17 

 
12 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13 

No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14 

You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. 
15 

I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 

master is doing, but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 

have heard from my Father. 
16 

You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed you to go 

and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 

name. 
17 

I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 

 

Commentary  

 

(Fr. Alex Hewitt) 

 
Surely the Twelve Apostles and the 70 Evangelists Jesus added, were all teachers of Jesus Way and 

Wisdom. Jesus metaphor of the vine and the branch bearing fruit is a beautiful description of 

teaching. 

 

Are these notes that John has preserved from a "teacher training seminar that Jesus gave?" And 

perhaps repeated again and again.  
 

Every teacher knows that the "subject of learning" has to be tended and watered and pruned 

repeatedly. Otherwise, the learning and lessons wither and die...forgotten. Learning takes 

introduction, expansion, repetition, competency, repeated use in application!  A planting that 



issuccessful becomes strong, with many branches like trees, and endures productively for centuries 

yielding fruit for generations to come. That is also the goal of the good teacher---to train and 

develop skills for a lifetime and for generations to come as well. 
 

Jesus is a great prophetic Teacher of his people, the church, and the world!  Learning the Wisdom of 

Jesus is a vital daily exercise.Daily reading, daily prayer and study has always been the vision of the 

organized Church. The monks developed one system. My Grandfather had his own system,--read the 

Bible with coffee after breakfast and have prayer time before bed. Rectors run seasonal study and 

prayer groups. Writers organize daily readings. We need the sap and life of Gods Spirit to flow in 

our souls to grow us in fruitful and blessed lives. 

 

Intercession 
 

I pray that God’s Holy Spirit may direct our lives 

Lord, come to bless us 

 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy and peace.  Father I know that our world needs love and harmony. 

Lord come to bless us and fill us with your Holy Spirit 

 

The fruit of the Spirit is patience, kindness, and goodness.  Father, I know that our world is starved 

of love and care. 

Lord come to bless us and fill us with your Holy Spirit 

 

The fruit of the Spirit is faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Father I know that our world is 

short of truth and justice  

Lord come to bless us and fill us with your Holy Spirit 

 

Send me out in the power of your spirit to live and work to your praise and glory 

Amen 

 

Collect of the Day. 

 

Almighty God and Father, your beloved Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for 

our redemption. Give us the courage to take up our cross and follow him in newness of life and hope. 

He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Thanks be to God 


