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Psalm
Psalm:

130

Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be
attentive to my cry for mercy.
If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you.
I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.
I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than
watchmen wait for the morning.
Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with
him is full redemption.
He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.

READING

A Reading from the book of Genesis 45:16-28
When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that Joseph’s brothers had come, Pharaoh
and all his officials were pleased. Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Do
this: Load your animals and return to the land of Canaan, and bring your father and
your families back to me. I will give you the best of the land of Egypt and you can
enjoy the fat of the land.’

“You are also directed to tell them, ‘Do this: Take some carts from Egypt for your
children and your wives, and get your father and come. Never mind about your
belongings, because the best of all Egypt will be yours.’”
So the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them carts, as Pharaoh had commanded,
and he also gave them provisions for their journey. To each of them he gave new
clothing, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels of silver and five sets of
clothes.
And this is what he sent to his father: ten donkeys loaded with the best things of
Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread and other provisions for
his journey. Then he sent his brothers away, and as they were leaving he said to
them, “Don’t quarrel on the way!”
So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of
Canaan. They told him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt.” Jacob
was stunned; he did not believe them. But when they told him everything Joseph
had said to them, and when he saw the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the
spirit of their father Jacob revived. And Israel said, “I’m convinced! My son Joseph
is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.”
The Word of the Lord
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THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. A man
with leprosy[a] came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you
can make me clean.”
Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be
clean!” Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy. Then Jesus said to him, “See
that you don’t tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift
Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for
help. “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.”
Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”
The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But
just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under
authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one,
‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”
When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell
you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many
will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of the
kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.”
Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it
would.” And his servant was healed at that moment.

The Gospel of Christ.

