WEDNESDAY READINGS
JULY 15 2020

Reading from Book of Obadiah 15-21- New International Version (NIV)

The day of the LORD is near for all nations. As you have done, it will be done to
you; your deeds will return upon your own head.
Just as you drank on my holy hill, so all the nations will drink continually;
they will drink and drink and be as if they had never been.
But on Mount Zion will be deliverance; it will be holy, and Jacob will possess his
inheritance.
Jacob will be a fire and Joseph a flame; Esau will be stubble, and they will set him
on fire and destroy him. There will be no survivors from Esau.” The LORD has
spoken.
People from the Negev will occupy the mountains of Esau, and people from the
foothills will possess the land of the Philistines. They will occupy the fields of
Ephraim and Samaria, and Benjamin will possess Gilead.
This company of Israelite exiles who are in Canaan will possess the land as far as
Zarephath; the exiles from Jerusalem who are in Sepharad will possess the towns of
the Negev.
Deliverers will go up on Mount Zion to govern the mountains of Esau. And the
kingdom will be the LORD’s.

The Word of the Lord
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Psalm 142

I cry aloud to the LORD; I lift up my voice to the LORD for mercy.
I pour out before him my complaint; before him I tell my trouble.
When my spirit grows faint within me, it is you who watch over my way.
In the path where I walk people have hidden a snare for me.
Look and see, there is no one at my right hand; no one is concerned for me. I have
no refuge; no one cares for my life.
I cry to you, LORD; I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.”
Listen to my cry, for I am in desperate need; rescue me from those who pursue
me, for they are too strong for me.
Set me free from my prison, that I may praise your name. Then the righteous will
gather about me because of your goodness to me.
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Gospel
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?”
He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has
been given to you, but not to them.
Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does
not have, even what they have will be taken from them. This is why I speak to them
in parables: Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or
understand.
In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: You will be ever hearing but never
understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. For this people’s heart
has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their
eyes.
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their
hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ But blessed are your eyes because they see,
and your ears because they hear.
For truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you
see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.
Matthew 13:10-17
The Gospel of Christ.

